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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

March/April NEWSLETTER 2021 

www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

 

 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

Hopefully, we are nearing the end of the 
lockdown due to Covid19, and we shall be able to 
open the Garden Club again in the Autumn. I am really 
looking forward to seeing you all, and having some 
more excellent speakers and demonstrations. I guess 
we shall have to wait for guidelines from the 
Government about the hands, mask, and space. But 
there is now a promise of light at the end of the tunnel 
for us.  

I personally think we have all had a long hard slog this 
last year because of it, but we are lucky enough to live 
in a rural area where there are plenty of places to walk 
and many beautiful vistas to see.  

The gardens are now 
showing signs of spring 
with snowdrops, 
cyclamen and all the 
trees and shrubs 
beginning to bud. Also 
time to start planting 
seeds for flowers and vegetables for this season. 

Ellie Church – Chairperson  

 

 

BREAKING NEWS . . . . the Annual Show! 

All being well, lockdown should be over by July, so we are planning to hold our  

Annual Show on Saturday 31 July 2021. 

This will be our first get together since the lockdown and notice is short.  
We will therefore be needing your help and support, please.  

So grow your plants: fruit, vegetables and flowers welcomed. 

 

 

Tasks for March/April  

 

 

• Plant out early sown sweet peas 

• Cut back winter flowering heathers 

• Cut back autumn flowering shrubs, fuchsias, 

• buddleias, etc. 

• Sow half hardy annuals 

• Prune bedding roses, hybrid teas and 

floribundas 

• Spray roses against black spot 

• Spray fruit trees with spring spray 

• Put slug bait around tender plants, 

delphiniums etc. 

• Complete planting of lilies 

• Apply general fertilizer to the borders 

• Sow under cloches early carrots and lettuce 

• Sow herbs under glass: basil, coriander, etc. 

• Plant onion sets, potatoes 

• Sow wrinkled peas 

• Sow late summer cabbage and leeks 

• For April: sow Brussels sprouts, kale, etc. 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
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 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

I have to say, adding some winter-flowering 
shrubs to the garden has given me some good 
colour with some of them only just finishing 
flowering. The Cornus mas, with yellow blossom 
on bare branches and Viburnum fragrans with 
clusters of fragrant pink blossom on bare 
branches are just two. 

Hardy annuals . . . . 

I always try to find a place for sowing flower seed 
directly into the ground; there is a colourful array 
of summer-flowering plants you can grow. If you 
do not have a garden for sowing seed here are 
some ideas. In the past I have used a large flower 
pot and sown four or five flower seed varieties, 
tallest growing in the centre and shorter varieties 
around the edge of the pot, some trailing 
varieties were used. These will flower continually 
until the frosts, costing you very little. Window 
boxes can also  give you a colourful display.  One 
lesser-known variety I have grown on many 
occasions is Echium lycopsis var. plantagineum, 
rich blue/purple, sometimes red, flowers are 
produced in spring and summer; this variety can 
self seed in dry seasons. In Australia, where it can 
be dry most of the time, it has become a weed. It 

grows to 60cm (2ft). One for the window box or 
hanging basket or the edge of a pot, is Silene 
pendula (campion) var. Sibella Carmine, a long- 
flowering variety with a tumbling habit, 
producing numerous small semi-double carmine 
flowers. Others I have grown over the years, 
which I expect many of you have sown, include 

Clarkia and Godetia, both are good as cut 
flowers, attaining a height of 40cm (1½ ft) 
producing colourful varieties of blush pink, bright 
pink, salmon, lilac pink and pure white depending 
on variety. Sweet peas fall under this category 
and where to start! Many of these varieties have 
been given familiar names: Sir Terry Wogan 

salmon pink, Sir Cliff 
frilly lilac pink, Prince 
Edward of York 
majenta crimson. 
There is also the 
Royal Family series 
with colours of Royal 
crimson, Royal 
white, Royal 
lavender and Royal 
mixed. Should you 
want to give colour 

to a gravel area, sow straight into the gravel 
Limnanthes douglasii (poached egg plant), a 
variety which will attract beneficial pollinating 
insects such as bees and hoverflies. The 
numerous flowers have yellow petals 
surrounding a white centre, and will self-seed for 
next year. Sow the seed around the perimeter of 
your gravel area. You will have a few comments 
about this one. Some other varieties many of you 
might have sown include, Californian poppy, 
coming in many colours; cornflower again with 
many colours in shades of white, pink, red and 
blue; Nigella, also 
known as love in the 
mist, some 
interesting varieties 
of this have been 
bred. N. damascena 
var. Albion black pod 
has white flowers 
followed by almost 
black  seed pods, ht 45cm (1½ ft), also N. 
damascena var. Albion green pod. Both varieties 
are good as dried flowers. If you are a lover of 
delphiniums then grow Larkspur, an annual 
variety producing a mixture of double bloomed 
flowers, ht 90cm (3 ft). Calendula (marigold) has 
a number of varieties you can sow straight into 
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the ground, including C. orange porcupine, vivid 
orange flowers with quilled petals giving it a 
porcupine affect, also C. Oopsy daisy with 
bicolour blooms of creamy white and bright 
yellow, and C. snow princess, not white but a pale 
yellow almost white with dark and cream 
centres, good for cutting, ht 60cm (2 ft). Sow 
most of these varieties in open ground in 
March/April or May, depending on weather 
conditions. 

 

Keith’s choice plant . . . . 

Myosotis (forget-me-
not): Not just blue any 
more, M. alpestris and 
M. sylvatica both come 
in colours of rose, white 
and various shades of 
blue. Heights vary from 
30-40cm (1- 1½ ft).  

No disease please . . . . 

Lavender shab: a rapidly developing disease 
showing on areas that have had damage or after 
pruning. The bush discolours and dies back. 
numerous pin-prick size blackish-brown raised 
fungal bodies appear on the dead foliage and 
stems. Remove affected dead areas or entire 
plant will need to be removed. No chemical 
available for this problem. 

Plants and bulbs to enjoy in March/April  

Helleborus orientalis, Polyanthus, Forsythia, Saxifraga, 
Magnolia stellata, Ribes (flowering currant), Pulsatilla, 
Dicentra (bleeding heart), Amelanchier (small tree), Prunus 
amanogawa (columnar ornamental cherry tree).  
 
Bulbs: Hyacinths in variety, tulips in variety, Muscari (grape 
hyacinth), Chionodoxa (glory of the snow), crocus in variety, 
narcissus. 

 
 
 
 

 

FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

Well, adding colour in the way of colourful 
vegetables, as I mentioned in the previous 
newsletter, I thought what about an area I can 
relax with the smell of onions, or rotting cabbage 
leaves? No, seriously, a seat perhaps with some 
camomile under foot with the variety nobile,  also 
known as lawn camomile. It is a non-flowering 
variety, ht 6”. To keep shorter trim with sheers or 
secateurs. The area covered is only in front of the 
seat, just enough when you stand on it to give a 
pleasant aroma. 

It’s not unusual . . . .  

I believe Tom Jones grew a lot of these?  There is 
always room for something different, be it in a 
pot or the vegetable plot. Last year I grew parcel 
in a pot, a leaf looking like parsley but tasting of 
celery. I do not have room to grow a row of bunch 

celery and I do like the taste in salads. Another 
one quite similar is Celtuce, a celery and lettuce 
leaf containing very high levels of vitamin c, used 
in salads or boiled as greens; however, the main 
value is its stalk 
or stem which 
you can eat raw 
or cook. Broccoli 
Carolo Broccolo 
var. Spigariello, 
also known as a 
leaf broccoli, is 
very popular in 
Italy. It has very 
dark waxy leaves 
and will 
eventually 
produce broccoli heads, but the leaves can be 
steamed, stir fried or added to salads; it makes a 
good substitute for curly kale.  
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A variety of sweet pepper for growing outside in 
a sheltered position is Redskin f1 (A.G.M.), a 
hanging basket variety or for the edge of pots. 
These are blocky, sweet tasting, medium size 
fruits with a crisp texture. Cucumber variety 
crystal apple has rounded fruits with an excellent 
mild flavour and a lemon colour; it can be eaten 

with skins on and is a prolific cropper for the 
vegetable plot. Cape gooseberry variety golden 
berry is very prolific, producing sweet tasting 
berries inside attractive husks; the berries are 
orange/yellow in colour; can be eaten raw or 
stewed, also makes tasty jam.   

Asparagus pea is not 
related to asparagus or 
pea. This plant 
produces small winged 
seed pods which are 
produced after the 
attractive maroon 
flowers; they should be 
picked when about 1 inch long, steamed and 
tossed in butter. They have the flavour of 
asparagus.  

Scorzonera variety 
duplex is a delicious 
vegetable but not very 
attractive. It has long 
black-skinned roots. A 
prolific variety, of good 
flavour, well worth 
growing if you fancy 
something different 

from other winter vegetables. An oriental 
variety, the taste has been described as between 
an oyster and asparagus, also known as black 
salsify. Cucamelon (Melothria scabra) has vine-
like growth producing numerous small oval 
melon-like fruits tasting of cucumber with no 
bitter taste. Good in salads or eaten straight off 
the plant, children will love them. They are also 
drought tolerant and can be stored for later use. 
Beetroot variety burpless golden (one I should 

have added to the colourful vegetable list) is a 
bright golden colour even when cut open; a 
sweet variety but with a mild flavour. Keeps its 
golden colour even when cooked. The young 
leaves can be used as greens or in salads. 

 

Some new varieties for 2021 . . . . 

There are many seed catalogues with new 
varieties of vegetables. I only have three, but 
some of these might have appeared in other 
catalogues. 

Carrot Showman f1; snow white in colour with 
good flavour, reputedly stores well for the 
winter. Tomato variety Veranda Red; a dwarf 
variety, good for pots, a cherry tomato with all 
the sweetness of a greenhouse variety, prolific 
with good disease resistance. Aubergine variety 
Green Knight; produces long green fruits, about 
7” long, with good disease resistance, a good all 
round kitchen variety. Cucumber variety Suprina 
f1; an outdoor female variety. Female varieties 
do not need any attention: they produce all 
female flowers, so produce flavoursome fruits; if 
male flowers are left on, the cucumbers would be 
bitter.  For those of you who grow squash, a new 
variety called Black Futsu comes from Japan, an 
heirloom or 
heritage variety, 
heavily ribbed 
and dark green to 
almost black in 
colour, with a 
sweet nutty taste 
and a thin rind; 
good for roasting 
skin as well, or fried as tempura (fried in deep fat) 
the way the Japanese use it. Pea variety  
Blauwschokker is both ornamental and delicious; 
flowers are rich dark pink followed by dark purple 
pods which can be picked when young as mange 
tout or left to mature. Courgette variety Lungo 
Bianco; an Italian variety with creamy skin, long 
whitish fruits with a sweet mild flavour. Carrot 
variety Black Nebula; an unusual variety with the 
darkest purple colour, this will keep its colour 
after cooking. Potato variety Mayan Rose; main 
crop, pink and white in colour with a wonderful 
taste and good disease resistance. Potato variety 
Acoustic; second early, pale yellow in colour, a 
good all round potato, cropping well and with 
good blight resistance. 
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Seasonal activities . . . . 

Now things begin to accelerate, weather 
permitting. If you have frames or a greenhouse 
you are slightly ahead of most of us. I have always 
stressed the need for frames but, would you 
believe it, I don’t have any. Why? Well, I start a 
lot of vegetables and flowers in an unheated 
greenhouse with a small propagator. The 
vegetable plot is too small to accommodate 
frames and the greenhouse is just as good. The 
benches in the greenhouse are a good height for 
sowing in pots and six-pack containers; it’s like 
sowing in frames – I still get an early start on 
many vegetable varieties.  

Something I have never done but you can buy in 
garden centres, is strips of seedlings of carrot and 
beetroot for an early start, especially if the 
weather is bad. Late March/April, weather 
permitting, you can begin to sow many varieties 
of vegetable including carrot, beetroot, spring 
onion, onion seed, salad varieties, spinach and 

broad beans, if not already 
sown. You could also sow dwarf 
French beans and runner beans 
at the base of tall canes. I prefer 
to sow these last two in pots  
and plant out when about six 
inches high, runner beans 
slightly longer.  

Potatoes can now be planted. It will be three or 
four weeks before they show above ground. 
Hopefully the frosts will have finished, but if not, 
draw some soil over the small growths or use 
frost protection netting. If you are an early riser 
and the sun has not got to your haulms (potato 
tops), use a watering can with a fine rose over the 
top so washing off the frosted foliage (the sun on 
frost is what does the damage and turns them 
black). If your young potato tops do get frosted, 
don’t worry, they will shoot again, the late frosts 
rarely get to the potato. If you grow onion sets or 
shallots, set them up in seed trays: bulbs can 
nearly be touching, it will not matter. Within a 
few weeks both will have roots. Gently remove 
from trays and plant in your vegetable plot. 
Doing this prevents the birds from pulling them 
out of the ground. In years gone by I have spent 
hours putting them back. I always grew, on 
average, 100 so that it took them right through 
the winter.  

As I have said, with a small propagator the size of 
a seed tray you can start a number of plants such 

as tomatoes, courgettes, cucumbers, peppers, 
chillies, and a number of others. A piece of fleece 
(frost protection) over the top will help retain the 
temperature. Only sow a few seeds in a small pot. 
When large enough to handle (leaves only, stems 
can be damaged), prick out into slightly larger 
pots. Remember you will no longer have heat so 
don’t sow your seeds too early: mid April would 
be a good time to sow seeds.  

You could also start a few seeds in small pots on 
your indoor window sill. Extending the vegetable 
season in this way gives you more vegetables to 
eat, give away or store in sheds, or freeze for 
later use. As I have said, when sowing your seeds 
outside your early vegetables in pots or punnets  
can be planted as well.  

I don’t have a vegetable plot. OK, I grow many 
vegetables in pots and troughs. I once worked in 
a seven acre garden with only frames for growing 
vegetables and not many. The owner of the 
house left and the new people wanted more 
vegetables. The garden was already laid out to an 
arboretum, water garden, large herbaceous 
borders and rose garden. There was, however, a 
small lawn by the frames 6m x 4m (18ft x 12ft); 
this seemed to be a good place for a vegetable 
plot. I covered the lawn with black polythene and 
forest bark, fifteen half barrels were placed on 
the area and filled with a mixture of garden soil 
and a peat based compost. All vegetables of 
every type were grown here. Companion 
planting was done (this is growing compatible 
vegetables together in the same barrel) as laid 
out in the book The Organic Gardener by Bob 
Flowerdew. This produced enough for their 
requirements. Between the barrels medium 
sized pots were placed containing many different 
kinds of herbs to help with pollination. As the 
garden was open to the public in spring and 
summer, this way of growing vegetables was 
more interesting.  

Well, has this given you some ideas. You could 
also grow cut-and-come-again salad in a window-
box. Whatever you grow, watch out for 
undesirable insects: there’s nothing worse than 
finding your vegetable tops eaten by caterpillars 
or slugs. 
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Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Carrot var. Flyaway 
(A.G.M.):  an early 
variety, sweet and 
blunt-ended with 
good flavour. As the 
name implies, a 
variety which 
resists carrot fly; 
there are, however, 
carrot fly who are 
determined to get a meal.  

No vegetable nightmares . . . .  

Carrot root fly:  this problem can be a nightmare 
as I have mentioned planted alongside onions 

gives some protection, if you grow between taller 
crops they could just fly past or putting  tarred 
string above the carrot tops they will not like the 
smell. Today there are a number of protections 
you can use, fine enviromesh netting, nemasys 
(microscopic nematodes worms) which is good 
for fruit as well as vegetables, this is a biological 
control product. No chemical for this problem 
available. 

Some vegetables to enjoy in March/April 

Late Brussels sprouts, savoy cabbage, spring cabbage Durham 
early (there are a number of early varieties), curly kale, swede, 
parsnips, turnips, leeks, perpetual spinach, swiss chard, 
Jerusalem artichokes.  

From Store; onions, carrots, shallots, potatoes. 

Fruit from store; cooking apples. 

 

 

 

HELP!  Your questions answered by resident expert, Keith 

Please send your queries and problems to: info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk  
 

 

Q Can you help: I have been trying to grow dahlias but seem to be getting a number of problems at various 
stages of growth. 

A Well, having grown dahlias for many years I have also had a number of difficulties with them. It is funny, 
some people grow them with no problems at all. Let’s start with protection. There are two ways of 
getting them through the winter; either leave them in the ground, covered with a layer of bark, then a 
piece of polythene held in place, or dig them up and dry off in a frost-proof shed after the top growth 
has been frosted. Late April weather permitting, uncover dahlias in the ground and they will be showing 
growth. Plant stored dahlias or newly bought dahlia tubers, protect from slugs as growth appears. For 
tall dahlias, put in a stake and tie in growth, watch out for earwigs which can be a problem with flower 
buds and foliage.  

Here are some pests and diseases you could have problems with: 
Earwigs – leaves badly eaten shown as holes on leaves and flower. 
Mosaic stunt virus – plant lacks vigour, yellowing of foliage and distortion of leaves 
Fungus – stems produce white mould and fat tuberous parts when stored. 
Ants – some leaves collapse.  
Thrips – leaves distorted with peppered small holes at tips. 
Slugs and snails – new growth eaten as they emerge, also leaves. 
Spotted wilt virus – distortion of growing tips and leaf formation.  
Woodlice and wire worm – mostly noticed in storage or when lifting. 

Q My lettuce grow well then collapse. Can you help. 

 A There are a number of things that can cause this. If top leaves wilt first, it could be a disease called 
Sclerotinia. Dig up and burn affected plants, use different area for growing again. It could be bacterial 
wilt; this will show as rot on stem and splitting. It could also be downy mildew, showing as yellowing of 

mailto:info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk
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older leaves and white spores on underside of leaves. Grow a mildew resistant variety. Humidity and 
adverse weather conditions can cause some of these problems. 

Q I have a lot of clay in my garden and have been told roses are good in clay ground.  

 A Yes, clay soil can give you a wonderful display of blooms because clay is a good supplier of plant food, 
especially potash which encourages flowering. Clay is also good at retaining moisture, so in dry summers 
the roses will thrive. Clay also gives the rose a good anchorage for the roots in windy weather. 

 

Some amusing plant names . . . . 

Skunk cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus):  this is not poisonous but animals give it 
a wide birth. Growing in wet boggy areas, it is also known as polecat weed, 
meadow cabbage and swamp cabbage. A nasty smelly plant to us but attracting 
pollinators and beneficial wasps.  

Sausage tree (Kigelia africana):  native to 
tropical Africa, it has large hanging fruits much 
like sausages or hotdogs. Flowers are four 
inches wide and purplish green in colour; they 
only come out at night when they release a 
strong odour, they are then visited by bats 
which in turn pollinate them; the flowers then fall off.  

Nodding lady’s tresses (Spiranthes cernua):  growing in parts of Canada 
and the United States, this is a member of the orchid family. It 
produces small, white, fragrant bell-like flowers along a slender stalk, 
ht 2ft (60cm), curved downwards, hence its name. The leaves which 
are long and thin are sometimes gone by the time the flowers appear, 

flowering from July to November. 

Sneezewort (Achillea patarmica), also known as sneeze weed, white tansy and goose tongue:  clusters of 
white flowers appear in summer. This plant is poisonous to sheep, cattle and horses. Flowering from July 
to September, ht 1ft to 3ft (30cm to 90cm) depending on variety.  

Kangaroo paws (Anigozanthos):  as you might guess a 
native of Australia, in the bloodwort family, also known 
as catspaw, depending on the shape of their flowers. 
Planted in full sun, flowers are held high up to help with 
pollination ht 3ft (90cm), flowering May/June. Plants are 
short lived and are generally raised from seed each year.  

Silybum marianum (milk thistle), also known as Blessed 
Mary’s thistle:  grow in sun, not shade, an herbaceous 

plant with spiky 
green leaves with white veins; a thistle-like mauve/blue flower head is 
produced in summer, ht 4ft (120cm). 

Painter’s palette (Persicaria virginiana or Tovara virginiana):  this 
plant is striking; its leaves are multicoloured with pink, cream, black 
and red all merging together like a painter’s palette, a real talking 
point.  Gr ow in herbaceous border, a hardy plant with deep pink 
flower spikes in the autumn, ht 3ft (90cm).  

 

Keith 
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The Arrangers’ Art . . . . 

In 1980 Malmesbury celebrated 1100 years of 
the granting of our Charter. I was involved with 
the Flower Festival in the Abbey and took a series 
of photographs, actually 35mm slides. These 
were ‘lost’ for over thirty years. Recently 
someone ‘found’ some of them and I have had 
them cleaned and restored and now I want to 
share them with you.                   

Derek 
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RECIPE . . . . 

Scotch eggs 
 

Ingredients  

5 large eggs  
500g pork sausage, skinned  
140g cooked ham, shredded 
25g sage and onion stuffing mix 
100g plain flour, seasoned with salt and pepper 
100g dried breadcrumbs 
 oil, for frying 

 

Method 

1. Bring a pan of salted water to a rapid boil, then lower four of the eggs into 
the pan and simmer for 7 mins 30 secs exactly. Scoop out and place in a bowl of iced water, cracking the shells 
a little (this makes them easier to peel later). Leave them to cool completely, then peel and set aside. Can be 
boiled the day before. 

2. Put the sausage meat, pepper, ham, sage and onion stuffing in a small bowl, mix to combine, then divide into 
four equal balls. Squash one of the balls between a piece of cling film until it is as flat as possible. One at a time, 
lightly flour each cooked egg, then use the cling film to help roll the sausage meat around the egg to completely 
encase. Repeat with the remaining sausage balls and eggs. 

3. Beat the remaining egg and put on a plate. Put the flour and breadcrumbs on two separate plates. Roll the 
encased eggs in the flour, then the beaten egg and finally the breadcrumbs. Can be prepared up to a day in 
advance. 

4. To cook the eggs, heat 5cm of the oil in a wide saucepan or wok until it reaches 160oC on a cooking thermometer 
or until a few breadcrumbs turn golden after 10 secs in the oil. Depending on the size of your pan, lower as 
many eggs as you can into the oil and cook for 8-10 mins until golden and crispy. Drain on kitchen paper, leave 
to cool a little. Enjoy! 

Ellie 

 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2021 

This is a reminder to members WHO DID NOT SUBSCRIBE IN THE LAST (2020) YEAR that subscriptions are now due. 

Membership has been held at £7 per member or £10 for a couple.  New membership cards will be distributed in due 

course. 

Members who need to pay should do so by cash or cheque made out to ‘Malmesbury Garden Club’ and forwarded to 
me either in the Club’s post box in the E & S Hardware Store in the High Street or by posting to Redlands, Brinkworth, 
Chippenham SN15 5DA. If you have telephone or internet banking, payment can be made to the Club’s bank account 
(Lloyds) sort code 30-91-99; account no. 02440789; use your last name as the reference. 

Thank you everyone. Stay safe. 

Sean O’Shea (Treasurer) 

 

EMAIL DELIVERY OF NEWSLETTERS 

If you currently receive your Newsletter by post or hand delivery, but would be willing to receive it by email, please 
send your email address to the Editor at argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk.  In accordance with General Data Protection 
Regulations, your email address will not be held on a database and will not be used for any other purpose than 
sending the Garden Club Newsletter and other occasional information, such as cancellation of meetings.  Emailing 
not only saves the club a lot of money in printing and postage, but in these days of pandemic, we consider it a safer 
method of delivery. 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/egg-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/flour-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/sunflower-oil-glossary
mailto:argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk

